


C O U L D  Y O U R  H O M E  B E  E A S I LY  F O U N D  I N  A N  E M E R G E N C Y ?
A fire with potentially heavy smoke or limited street lighting could hinder response time in an 
emergency. Here are some tips for marking your home for first responders. 

First, determine how large your house numbers should be by measuring the distance 
between the house number mounting location and the middle of your street (where your guests 
and/or first responders might first seek to read your home address). Use these guidelines to 
determine the size needed.

Distance from midpoint of street 
to number location

Recommended minimum house 
numbers height

This size is unreadable at  
distances greater than …

up to 69 feet 3 inches or larger 100 feet

70-110 feet 4 inches or larger 150 feet

111-132 feet 5 inches or larger 175 feet

133-160 feet 6 inches or larger 200 feet

161-300 feet 8 inches or larger 350 feet

301-385 feet 20 inches or larger 450 feet

The second key is to ensure that the finish and/or color of the house numbers you select have 
a sharp contrast to the surface to which you intend to mount the house numbers. When high-
contrasting address numbers are utilized, the visibility and impact rises significantly. But when 
colors and/or finishes are similar to the background the house numbers are being mounted 
upon, your address will be impossible to see at any distance.

Homeowners who must mount their address numbers at a significant distance from the 
street should consider the highest contrast colors for house numbers such as white, black, red 
and metallic colors that closely mimic those shades such as nickel and silver. Today, homeown-
ers may also choose reflective house numbers and lighted or illuminated house numbers for 
added visibility.


